
 

Minutes of Meeting – October 10, 2018 

French Conference Room – 6 pm 

Members Present: Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Morgan Laidlaw; Stephanie Smith; Barbara Lawrence; Seth 
Meyer; Marc Ratner, Select Board Liaison. Guest: Molly Mulhearn, Subcommittee Member.  Absent: 
Wayne Ruesswick. Vicki Doudera arrived at 6:40. 

1. Morgan agreed to take minutes until Vicki arrived. (Thank you, Morgan!) The minutes from the 
September meeting were approved unanimously.  

2. Issues about the polystyrene ordinance:  Molly said that the ballot reads that polystyrene is banned 
from being sold in Camden – for example, Styrofoam coolers at Reny’s. This was not the intent of the 
ordinance.  

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Seth reported that we have $3692.00 in the CCC Reserve Account. The 2018 
Budget Account has $605.34; while the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund grant has $604.85. The 
Harbor/Watershed Stewardship account has $1840.59.  

Roger requested that the Treasurer’s Report also include itemization of any expenses of the past month. 
Barbara mentioned that the bill for the Touch Tank has not yet been received. 

4. New Business: Marina Schauffler, prior CCC member, told Roger that the Energy Committee is 
interested in creating “green retailer’s certificates” – a program that merchants could participate in.  
Roger told her that the CCC was also interested in this program, provided that a summer intern could 
participate. The Energy Committee and CCC could own this.  

Hilde Ellis from Knox-Lincoln County Cooperative Extension notified Roger that the Maine DEP is looking 
for grant proposals for water quality improvement.  The funding resulted from one of more fines levied 
by DEP over the past year.  Roger spoke to Bill Longfellow at DEP and sent him an e-mail requesting 
funding for a summer intern to work on water quality-related issues.  We have yet to hear back. 

Barbara has monitored many green youth programs for summer interns. 

Roger has proposed that the town fund up to two summer interns for which the town committees could 
compete. He noted that we have had a total of four summer interns over the past two years, and that 
their benefit to the Town far exceeded the cost.  Roger also mentioned how difficult and time-consuming 
it was to attempt to get external grants to fund such positions. CCC members noted 4 possible programs 
a summer intern could assist with: 1) an “adopt-a-storm drain” program; 2)a program to acknowledge 
environmentally-friendly (“green”) businesses; 3) a program to place dye tablets in the holding tanks of 
boats moored in Camden Harbor; and 4) an environmental stewardship education program for youth. 

5. Upcoming Vote on our Ordinances:  Stephanie talked about letters to the editor in support of our 
ordinances and promoting them on our Facebook page.  We discussed strategic ways to post on the FB 



page, as well as the wisdom of standing in front of the post office to promote the ordinances. Does this 
imply a fear that the ordinances won’t pass, or is it good publicity? General feeling was that people are 
either on board with the ordinances or not. 

We discussed what happens to recycled plastic bags at Hannaford. They are collected at Hannaford 
headquarters in Portland and then trucked to Trex in Virginia, where they are used to make composite 
boards.  Once the boards deteriorate, they cannot be recycled or burned, so they end up in landfill. 

A reminder that the CCC website regarding the ordinances is byobcamden.org. Our CCC tote bags will be 
dropped off at the SOS Room at First Congregational Church in Camden to promote reusable bags. 

Roger discussed communication strategies with Judy Berk, NRCM Director of Communications. She 
emphasized getting out message out early and often and not to attempt to directly rebut negative myths 
about plastic bags because it reinforces the myth rather than the rebuttal. She noted that 5 Hannaford 
stores are now charging a fee for paper bags: Belfast, Brunswick, Kennebun, Saco and York. 
(http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20181004/NEWS0101/181009972/hannaford-to-charge-nickel-fee-for-
paper-grocery-bags-in-5-maine-stores) 

6. Tree Board Update: Roger and Vicki met with Karen Cease and Cecile King, co-chairs of the Camden 
Garden Club, on September 26 about the tree program.  If a homeowner wants a tree on Town Property, 
the town, homeowner and garden club split the cost. Karen and Cecile did not know much about the 
program and suggested calling Priscilla Granston. Roger spoke with Priscilla by phone.  The Garden Club 
runs two fundraisers to support the program, and whatever money they raise is matched by the Town 
and homeowner.  The tree plantings themselves are approved by the Town’s tree warden, and the trees 
are professionally planted.  In the past, Camden has also obtained grants from Project Canopy to support 
the tree planting program.  These grants were written by a Town employee (Karen Brace most recently).  
Roger spoke with Jan Santerre, director of Maine’s Project Canopy, who told him that the next grant 
competition has not yet been announced.  She also noted that Camden had never billed Project Canopy 
for the $10,000 awarded to Camden in 2017. 

7. Wastewater & Stormwater Monitoring – Roger was not able to speak to Dave Bolstridge for an update. 
Barbara said her house was inspected by the two summer interns. She noted that the interns were 
pleasant and professional, but she was disappointed with the lack of information on next steps, timelines 
and method of communication with the Wastewater Department.  

8. Roger mentioned that the next CMNP walk is a mushroom foray led by Nicholas Repenning at the St. 
Clair Preserve in Northport (Knights Pond) on Saturday, October 13 from 10 a.m. to noon.  On November 
3, Dr. Tom Whittaker will lead a walk focusing on the Geology of Camden Hills State Park, starting at 10 
a.m. at the parking lot of the State Park on Rt. 1. Other talks that have been scheduled include:  

November 8: Rediscovering Ecologic Agriculture. Bob Lawrence will discuss the evolution of industrial 
agriculture and its impact on soil, air, water, and climate in the U.S. and globally. He will make an ecologic 
argument for moving away from conventional agriculture to the principles of ecologic agriculture 
espoused by Aldo Leopold decades ago.  

December 13: 21 Opportunities per Week to Lessen Your Carbon Footprint. In his second talk Bob will 
focus on the carbon footprint of the conventional American diet and  present alternative approaches to 
food security that are healthier for the consumer and the  ecosystem, and would reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions related to the food system. 
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9. Brainstorming – Roger suggested that perhaps we can take some of our ordinances statewide. Barbara 
brought up “Dark Skies” and Marc said the energy committee is working on this extensively. Barbara 
brought up dog poop; we then discussed the harbor and boat pump-outs.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:01 pm.   

Next meeting – Wednesday, November 14 at 6 pm at the French Conference Room.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vicki Doudera 

CCC Secretary  

  


